[Management of the elderly in the emergency department: a suitable solution or a second best choice?].
The prolongation of life expectancy can only increase the proportion of elderly people in the future. The Emergency Departments being the main gateway to our hospitals, they will often have to admit such patients with their distinct characteristics. These individuals present with a more or less marked geriatric profile; it will be essential to determine their degree of frailty, a factor allowing to predict their survival and future level of autonomy. Evaluation tools have been developed to improve the management of these patients at important moments of their stay in the Emergency Department.